
 

 

HOMEWORK  PO LICY  AT  ATHELSTONE SCHOOL (DRAFT  V2)  2026 

Overview/rationale 

Athelstone School values a balanced and flexible approach to learning at home. Our approach is 
informed by up-to-date educational research, the DfE Strategy for Public Education, and a 
commitment to student wellbeing, equity, and strong literacy foundations. 

Principles 

• Homework must consolidate classroom learning and should not introduce new or untaught 
concepts. 

• Reading practice is the single most effective learning activity at home for primary-aged 
children and is a core expectation for all year levels. 

• All home learning is intended to be inclusive and manageable for busy families, respecting 
individual circumstances and after-school commitments. 

• Family time, play including sporting activities, and wellbeing are prioritised alongside 
academic reinforcement. 

Purpose of Home Learning 

School work may go home if: 

• It provides practice for learning that has already occurred in class. 

• It prepares a child for upcoming class learning (e.g. collecting data through a survey, pre-
reading a shared text) but does not involve new content. 

• It provides an opportunity for families to engage with their child’s learning. 

Reading Practice Structure (aligned with the DfE Phonics and Morphology Scope and Sequence): 

Year Level Reading Practice Focus Suggested 
Minimum Time 

Rec – Year 2 Decodable texts, heart words, word lists, phoneme/grapheme 
correspondence activities, reading with an adult 

10–15 minutes daily 

Year 3 – 4 Decodable & levelled texts, building fluency, links to classroom phonics 15–20 minutes daily 

Year 5 – 6 Independent reading – developing comprehension, fluency, and 
morphology 

20 minutes daily 

 

• Families are provided access to suitable texts (including decodable texts when required, 
word lists, and heart words) and can request additional support from teachers. 

• Reading logs are optional and are not used as an accountability tool. 



Other Home Learning Tasks 

• Occasional tasks to reinforce numeracy including multiplication (times tables) practice or IXL 
(online resource), support writing proficiency through spelling or handwriting practice 
activities, or collect research material for projects are optional and will not exceed 20 
minutes, 1–2 times per week (Years 3–6 only). 

• No project work, unfinished classwork, or tasks introducing new learning will be sent home, 
except by choice of the individual student. 

• Teachers may suggest students undertake life skills activities as part of homework practice, 
and this may be provided as a choice matrix or suggested activities list. 

Parent/Caregiver Partnerships 

Athelstone School recognises the critical role of parents and caregivers and provides: 

• Information about classroom learning for suggested practice or preparation at home when 
required. 

• Clear avenues of communication (Seesaw/email) for families to request extra support or 
clarification. 

Teachers may provide information about areas of potential development for students but will not 
provide learning materials for private tutors.  

If students are exempt from school for travel, teachers are not expected to provide learning 
materials. Families can access the Our Learning SA website for learning activities to support short-
term absence from school. 

Supporting Equity and Wellbeing 

• Homework is always optional, flexible, and focused on practice. 

• There are no punitive consequences for incomplete home learning. 

• Teachers may provide practical guidance to families for individual student needs upon 
request. 

Home to School Communication 

If your child is experiencing difficulty with any home learning, please contact the classroom teacher 
via Seesaw or email for alternative arrangements or assistance. 

Review 

This policy will be reviewed in Term 2, 2029 in consultation with staff, families, and students to 
ensure it continues to meet the needs of the school community and aligns with DfE strategic 
directions. 

 


