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                                      From the Principal
Term 3 is my favourite term of the year. There is something to be said for leaving the dark, 
damp of winter behind, welcoming spring (although those that suffer from hay fever have 
my sympathy) and continuing to celebrate student achievements.

Welcomes
We welcome back Leah Kelly in the Deputy Principal role for the remainder of 2018. 
Jess Haecker is the additional support teacher in Room 15, with Josh Farmer returning to 
full-time Science. April Ahwan joins us in a SSO role, providing student learning support in 
classrooms.

Term 3 Assessments
Students in Term 3, at various year levels, will undertake a series of assessments, the  rst 
being the new Year 1 Phonics Screening Check at Year 1. This check gives teachers 
immediate feedback on indicators for successful reading. We know that children who 
understand the relationship between letters and sounds—known as ‘phonics’—will be at 
an advantage. Phonics is vital in learning to read.
It is important that struggling children are quickly identi ed so that teachers can plan 
for any speci c support they may need. When this is done early, children have the best 
possible chance in life and learning.
The Progressive Achievement Tests (PAT) – Maths and Reading provides additional 
information for teachers who are designing learning programs for their students. The  
information from the PAT tests are incorporated with other forms of assessment, such as 
NAPLAN and class work, to give your child’s teacher a holistic and broader view of their 
progress or areas needing further development.
This term we will also see a number of students testing the NAPLAN Online Platform through 
Site Readiness Testing. This is one of the steps in preparation for going online in 2019.

Parent Teacher Interviews
In Term 3 we are also looking forward to celebrating your child’s learning with you at the 
Parent Teacher interviews in Weeks 8 & 9. Keep an eye out for how to book an interview 
with your child’s teacher.

Student Wellbeing
The Student Wellbeing and Engagement Collection (WEC) takes place this term for 
children in Years 4-7. This survey assists us to measure and respond to the wellbeing of 
children and young people in our education system. You can  nd last year’s Department 
for Education survey  ndings here https://www.education.sa.gov.au/sites/g/ les/net691/
f/2017-wellbeing-engagement-survey-report.pdf

CyberSafety with Family Zone
We want every student on every device kept safe online all the time so we are partnering 
with Family Zone to provide this service to our families. See more details about how we will 
be working with Family Zone inside this week’s newsletter.
Have a great term everyone.

EXCELLENCE RESPECT INTEGRITYRESPONSIBILITY
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Nature Play - Donations needed
Everybody loves a mud kitchen!
If you have any of the items listed below that are currently 
under-utilised in your own kitchen we would love to give 
them a new life in our nature play / sandpit areas. Please 
bring them in to your child’s classroom teacher.

Family Zone

Soup ladles 
Wooden spoons
Mixing spoons
Egg  ips
Spatulas 
Ice cream scoop
Rolling pin

Measuring cups
Measuring spoons
Mixing bowls
Sieves
Strainers
Colanders 
Pots

Soup pots
Pans
Baking trays
Muf n trays
Old pallets

Many families discuss whether or not it is appropriate to give 
their child a mobile device. What are the pros and the cons?  
As parents, we prefer them to have a phone for safety and they 
can come in handy for light entertainment at various times.  As 
teachers, we know that they can be a great tool for supporting 
learning. But we also know the cons – cyberbullying and 
availability and access to inappropriate content. However, with 
a Family Zone account we can apply our school network rules 
on personal devices during school time no matter what network 
you’re on, limiting the potential for negative events during the 
school day. An account with Family Zone also allows you to 
manage your child’s pro le and (optionally) manage parental 
control settings after school too. This is a win-win for everyone.
We are in the process of reviewing our Mobile Phone policy and 
look forward to including the Family Zone school service as an 
integral part of maintaining our duty of care in partnership with 
families, enhancing education outcomes, permitting parents to 
opt-in to parental controls and developing digital citizenship for 
all students.
More information on how to access Family Zone and an exciting 
launch initiative will come home in the coming weeks. In the 
meantime you can  nd out more about Family Zone here 
https://www.familyzone.com/au/
Keep in touch with the latest news and information here at the 
Family Zone Team blog https://www.familyzone.com/blog/
author/family-zone-team DEFINITELY WORTH A LOOK!

Scholastic Book Fair
The Scholastic Book Fair will be held 
in Week 4 from Monday 13th August 
to Thursday 16th August. An online 
booking form will be distributed shortly 
for volunteers to help with setting up 
and selling of the books as per previous years. 
We will also be running a colouring in competition with 6 x 
$10 Scholastic Book Fair vouchers to be won. Competition 
closes Monday 13th August with judging to take place  
Tuesday 14th August.

Book Drive 2018
Last term a notice was sent home regarding the 
2018 Athelstone School Book Drive. Please note 
that if you wish to make a donation in your child’s 
name the last day to make payments is Friday the 
31st of August.
Thank you to all those who have already donated. 
Your generosity allows the school to continue our 
strong focus on literacy improvement.
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Book Week 2018
We are celebrating Book Week this term over two weeks, in weeks 5 and 6, 
from Monday 20 to Friday 31 August. This year’s theme is Find Your Treasure. 
Students will be invited to explore what treasure may mean to them, including 
familiar themes such as pirates’ treasure and tales such as Treasure Island and 
The Pirates of the Caribbean. Treasure may also be something simple such as 
a favourite book that holds particular meaning and enjoyment.
Throughout Book Week celebrations children will be exploring the short-listed 
books as well as their favourite books and book characters. 
The Book Week Dress-up Parade will be held on Thursday 23 August at 9am 
in the Hall. Children are asked to dress-up as one of their favourite book 
characters. Simple home-made out ts are encouraged. Parents are most 
welcome to attend.

School Photos
A reminder that school photos will be occurring on Friday 17th August.  Every 
child has been given their own order and payment envelope which they need 
to bring to school on photo day.  If you have not received an envelope for your 
child /children, please ask at the front of ce. Family envelopes are also available 
at the front of ce.
Photographs will be in the same format as the previous four years (Master Class 
Presentation). From our past experience, we have found that the class groups 
look better if children wear navy polo shirts or jumpers.
Please send the envelopes to school with your child / children on photo 
day. You can place the payment for all children in one envelope but each 
child needs to bring their own envelope on photo day.
Please place correct money in the envelope as MSP are not able to 
provide change. You can also place a cheque or money order in the 
envelopes. If you wish to pay with a credit card, you will need to do this 
prior to photo day via MSP’s website www.msp.com



STEM in ROOM 14 
STEM is the acronym which embraces the 
following areas: 

S = Science 

T = Technologies  
  (can need computational thinking) 

E = Engineering 

M = Maths  

STEM: Collaborative, creative, critical 
thinking 
 

Within the Technologies area there are sub‐

strands: Digital technologies and Design and 

technologies. This article emphasises the thinking 

and skills needed within Digital Technologies, a 

relatively new and exciting part of the curriculum. 

Computational Thinking In digital 

technologies, computational thinking 

is like the big umbrella. Under this big 

umbrella sits all of the problem 

solving skills like smaller umbrellas (algorithmic 

thinking, abstraction, decomposition, patterns, 

evaluation and logical thinking).  

Computational thinking is thinking like a 

computer scientist.  

It’s thinking creatively how 

to solve a problem and 

express this in a way that a 

computer – human or 

machine – can easily understand.  

 

Algorithmic Thinking  

Algorithmic thinking is a step by 

step process that solves a 

problem or completes a task. It can 

also make problems quicker and 

easier. Barrier games are a fun 

example of algorithmic thinking. 

Can you try one? 

 

Our Cross‐curricula link 

Detective says… 

Any time we use a sequence to 

solve a problem we do 

algorithmic thinking.  

A recount or procedure are text types where we 

do this in our writing…. 

Abstraction  

Abstraction is used all the time in our everyday 

lives and by computer people. It’s about 

simplifying things that are actually quite big 
and complex into something much smaller. 

For example – with this 

map you see all the 

countries, capital cities 

and oceans.  

We DON’T see roads, houses or someone’s 

toilet!!  

 

With a pixelated map there’s lots of tiny pixels 

which make up the image. Until you’re very, very 

close you can’t see the individual pixels.  

 

 

 

 

Decomposition 

 

 

 

Decomposition is like the food scraps in the 

Kitchen Garden  – the big bits – which break 

down into the smaller parts to make compost.  

Decomposition is also about 

breaking complex problems 

down until the smaller parts 

are so simple we can solve 

them. 

Algorithms are an important part of 

decomposition because it makes the big problem 

less scary! 



Here’s a worded maths problem that looks a bit 

tricky at the start. Once you underline the key 

words, it helps you to know where to start. 

Jacob had 5 marbles but lost 3. 

How  many marbles does he have 

now? 

You could also get out some Maths equipment to 

help you. 

Cross‐curricula link:  

Hey! When we read we break the big words into 

small ones to help us. That’s decoding! That’s 

decomposition!  

 

Patterns 

Patterns are something that repeat over and 

over. When you know a particular pattern it helps 

you solve similar questions.  

It links to the Understanding proficiency in 

Maths! Take rainbow facts for example. 

Rainbow facts are a great pattern 

for easily adding and subtracting 

zero to 10 numbers.  

For example if we know 7 + 3 = 10, we ALSO know 

70 + 30 = 100 and 700 + 300 = 1,000 

 

Rainbow Fact Patterns 

7 + 3 = 10 

70 + 30 = 100 

700 + 300 = 1,000 
 

Cross‐curricula link:  

We’re remembering that Stephen Graham taught 

us how to write non‐fiction texts. 

 

 If you know how to write one text type using a 

‐ Macro and linking sentence plus those 

‐ 3 key paragraphs,  

‐ just chuck a conclusion on 

the end  

and VOILA…. You can write 

anything! 

Evaluation 

Evaluation is when you have 

a big problem…. and lots of 

solutions to solve the 

problem which you have to 

test.  

 

Cross‐curricula link:  

Luckily our Running Records help us students 

know if our reading strategies are helping or not –  

…like should I do be doing more self‐monitoring 

because I am reading too quickly? 

That sharing at the end of Maths helps our 

evaluation too! 

 

Logical thinking 

Logical thinking is when you 

use prior knowledge to help you solve problems 

and work out the best solution.  

We use data in logical thinking too.  

Data is when people collect 

information to figure things 

out for the problems they 

need to solve.   

 

Cross‐curricula link:  

Using our prior knowledge in 

our reading helps us make 

connections, infer and attack 

those comprehension 

questions where the answers 

don’t jump out at us –  

When we have to be REAL detectives!! 

 

 

 

 

 



Where can you see STEM in Room 14? - Student reflections 
 

Reflections written by Oscar, Josh, James, Georgia, Ella, Anne, 

Ben and Fleur 

The Three C’s 

The three C’s means working collaboratively, creatively and 

critically. We have been working creatively by taking a new 

approach to learning. We will be starting our mosaics including 

cutting tiles. We also made garlic bread and fairy bread but we had 

to write out all the steps! We have been working together in small 

groups and partners to learn about logical thinking and to do 

guided reading about our term topics.  

 

 

Our new furniture 

We moved out lots of desks and replaced them with stable tables, pillows, fold out tables, shoe boxes, mini tables 

and stools. In these new spaces we can choose our work area and work with buddies or in groups. We now have 

more space and mobile seating, and are able to sit anywhere we want every morning. 

The shoe boxes allow us to store our stationery and are portable when we move to different learning areas each 

morning. We have pillows at the back of the classroom so we can have a comfortable spot to sit on while we work 

each lesson, and we use the stable tables and fold‐out tables which allow us to work collaboratively.  

 

Reflections written by Hayeon, Tayla, Sophie, Jake, Samarah, Clare and Steven 

Working collaboratively, creatively and critically helps us with our oral language and to work together as a team with 

creative ideas. We have set personal goals for reading and maths. This will help our class to achieve their best in 

these subjects. 

We have two main displays in our class. One of them represents sustainability which we are learning about this term. 

This week we are visiting Wingfield Waste and Recycling run by KESAB (Keep South Australia Beautiful). For a better 

understanding we are going to watch the series War on Waste. 

 



Plugged and Unplugged 

Written by Oliver, Ethan Lachlan, Orlando, Joaquin, Kristy and Jade 

In design and technology we have experimented with making mud huts at home with natural materials.  

They looked amazing! Also we have been designing mosaics which will be put up in the Kitchen Garden when they 

are done. You should definitely see them!  

 

PLUGGED and UNPLUGGED   

There are two types of digital technologies: plugged and unplugged. Unplugged things can be STEM‐related games 

not on electronic devices. They include: the block game, the drawing game and battleships (barrier games). Here’s 

how you do it: 

1. You set a barrier between two people 

2. One person draws a picture and doesn’t show the other person 

3. The person who drew the picture tells the other person how to draw it. 

4. Compare the results! 

Barrier games help us prepare for plugged activities like coding on code.org. and understand how computers work 

and the information that programs them. 

Plugged activities included our class robot Alan, who is a code‐able robot toy who looks a bit like Wall‐E from the 

movie. We have also used a mini‐Sphero to test our coding abilities. It was really fun! 

 



 

Payment Options
www.athelstone.sa.edu.au

- Cash          - Eftpos         - QKR
- Cheque     - Instalments

Family Planning Budget
Material & Services Fees   - $430.00
School Improvement Levy  - $40.00
Author Visit (R-7)    - $4.50
Take Home Reader Donation  - $15.00
Tri Skills (R-5)    - $12.00
Musical Instrument Hire - Fees now due
School Sport  - Fees now due

See Something, Hear Something, Say something...
Should you notice 
anything unusual 
or suspicious 
happening at 
the school on 
weekends or 
during the school 
holidays, please  
contact the police 
immediately.



 

 

 
 

 
Dear Parent/Carer 

 

NAPLAN helps parents, carers and educators to assess that children are meeting important 

numeracy and literacy standards. It contributes to school improvement processes by enabling 

teachers to monitor their students’ progress over time and to identify areas of strength and 

development. 

 

This year’s assessments will take place between 15 and 17 May 2018. 

 

Next year our school is expected to join others from across Australia in moving to online testing for 

NAPLAN. This means that 2018 is expected to be the last year that our students will sit paper-based 

NAPLAN tests.  

 

NAPLAN Online will give your child a more personalised learning experience through a ‘tailored 

testing’ approach. Tailored testing means students are given questions that suit their ability, 

providing a better assessment and more accurate results. All schools in Australia are expected to be 

conducting NAPLAN online by 2020. 

 

We are undertaking a significant amount of planning to ensure a smooth transition to NAPLAN 

Online next year and will participate in a number of readiness activities this year. A focus will be on 

keeping our school community updated during this time. 

 

Students will participate in readiness activities later this year. These activities will be an opportunity for 

staff and students to become familiar with how online testing is run and the type of questions asked.  

I would like to draw your attention to the attached privacy notice.  

 

Student information has always been captured during the NAPLAN testing process. The move to 

NAPLAN Online means student details will be uploaded into the Online National Assessment 

Platform, managed by Education Services Australia (ESA) on behalf of the state and Australian 

governments.  

 

The privacy notice gives more information on what data is captured, how it will be used and stored 

along with a link to ESA’s privacy policy. You can also contact me directly if you have any questions. 

 

More information on the NAPLAN Online program can be found on the National Assessment 

Program website at www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support/.  

 

Thank you for your support in ensuring that the results from NAPLAN Online continue to make a 

positive difference to the education provided in our schools.  

 

Kind regards 

 

Gyllian Godfrey 

Principal, Athelstone School 

 

 

http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support/
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NAPLAN Online - privacy collection notice  

Moving to NAPLAN Online in 2019 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) takes place each year for students in 
Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 and has been an everyday part of the school calendar since 2008.  

NAPLAN helps parents, carers and educators to see if children are meeting important numeracy and literacy 
standards. 

From this year, students across Australia will gradually start to complete their NAPLAN tests online via a 
computer or another electronic device, such as a tablet, rather than using the traditional paper and pencil. 

Moving online brings many benefits and opportunities including providing better assessment, more precise 
results and faster turnaround of information.  

More information on NAPLAN Online is available at www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support/.  

Readiness testing activities 

A critical step in preparing for NAPLAN online is schools’ participation in readiness testing activities. 

The purpose of readiness testing activities is to ensure your child is familiar with their device and the online 
test environment, as well as to test school and national infrastructure systems and processes. 

Readiness testing is not another NAPLAN and will not formally assess students who participate in the test. Any 
reports generated will be used for testing purposes only. 

Readiness testing activities may involve students who are participating in NAPLAN in 2018 or will participate in 
2019. 

Collection of personal information  
Schools are required by law to collect personal information about you and your child, irrespective of whether 
your child participates in NAPLAN testing.  

In your child’s enrolment form, you gave consent for your school to provide this personal information to 
government departments and their agents for educational purposes.  

The purpose of this notice is to advise parents and carers of how your child’s personal information will be 
used for NAPLAN Online in 2019, and as part of readiness activities scheduled at various times leading up to 
the test in May 2019.  

Disclosure of personal information 
To enable online testing, the following personal information for every student in the year levels 3, 5, 7 and 9 
will be uploaded by the Department for Education, as the Test Administration Authority, to the NAPLAN 
Online Assessment Platform (‘Assessment Platform’):  

• student name 

• local school student identifier 
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• school name 

• gender 

• date of birth 

• country of birth  

• language background other than English 

• residential address 

• Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander status 

• parent’s occupation, education and language background. 

Students participating in NAPLAN Online may also have personal information collected regarding disability 
adjustments to enable them to access and participate in NAPLAN testing.  

The personal information for students who are exempted, absent or withdrawn from NAPLAN online testing is 
collected and used for reporting purposes. 

Disclosure of personal information 
The Assessment Platform is managed by Education Services Australia (ESA).  

ESA is a not-for-profit company jointly owned by the Australian education ministers. ESA is subject to rigorous 
information privacy and data security obligations under its contract with the Department of Education and is 
only permitted access to student personal information for the purposes of managing the Assessment 
Platform. 

Security and privacy are key requirements for the delivery of national testing. The online system has been 
designed to comply with relevant national data security policies and guidelines, as well as data encryption 
standards.  

ESA only has access to personal information from a relevant school, Test Administration Authority or the 
Australian schools list for the primary purpose of fulfilling ESA’s role in supporting the operation of the 
Assessment Platform.             

For further information, the privacy policy for each agency may be found at their respective websites:  

• ESA: www.esa.edu.au/contact-us/privacy 

• Department for Education: www.decd.sa.gov.au/your-privacy. 

Access and correction 
To request access or correction to personal information collected for NAPLAN and held by schools please 
contact your school principal in the first instance.   

Complaints 

Complaints about a breach of privacy by a school should be directed in writing to the school principal.  

Speak with your school principal if you have any questions about this information. 

 

http://www.esa.edu.au/contact-us/privacy
http://www.decd.sa.gov.au/your-privacy


Age Legal Requirements RAA’s Recommendation

Must be restrained in an approved rearward facing 
restraint (dedicated infant restraint or rearward 
facing safety seat).

and

must not be in the front row (where the vehicle 
has two or more rows of seats).

RAA recommends using a dedicated infant restraint 
that is specifically designed for small babies. Dedicated 
restraints tend to take up less room than convertible 
baby seats.

Dedicated restraints generally allow for the bassinette 
to be removed from the base in the vehicle for 
convenience.

Look for a restraint that features a small harness that 
suits the small shoulders of newborn babies.

Check to see how the restraint fits into your vehicle and 
how easy it is to use.

Must be restrained in either an approved rearward 
facing restraint

or

forward facing child safety seat (a seat with inbuilt 
harness).

and

must not be in the front row (where the vehicle 
has two or more rows of seats).

Look for a convertible seat that allows your child to 
remain rearward facing to approximately 12 months 
of age. Keeping babies rearward facing longer is the 
preferred option.

Look for a tall seat that will accommodate them 
through to at least four years of age.

Some restraints allow all the adjustments to be done 
from the front of the seat, making it easier to use.

Must be restrained in an approved forward facing 
child safety seat (a seat with inbuilt harness).

or

an approved booster seat restrained by a correctly 
adjusted seatbelt (or child safety harness).

and

must not be in the front row (where the vehicle 
has two or more rows of seats) unless all rear 
seating positions are occupied by children under 
7 years.

Look for a booster seat that is tall, preferably with an 
adjustable head rest that can be adjusted as the child 
grows. Ensure that the design of the booster seat 
provides good seatbelt guidance for both the lap and 
sash parts of the seatbelt.

When using multiple restraints it is important to check 
that the design of the booster allows access to the 
vehicle seatbelt buckle.

A harness is required when only a lap belt is available.

Must be restrained in an approved child restraint 
(child safety seat or booster seat – depending on 
their size)

or

a properly adjusted and correctly fastened adult 
seatbelt.

Note: A properly adjusted seatbelt is where the 
sash part sits on the shoulder and the lap part 
sits low across the hips or upper thighs. (See the 
RAA’s ‘What happens after 7?’ fact sheet)

Children should not move out of their booster until they 
have outgrown it. If a child has outgrown their booster 
and is still not able to wear the seatbelt correctly then a 
larger booster may be available.

Place the child on the seat with their bottom right 
back, fit the seatbelt across the child ensuring that the 
seatbelt fits correctly. Ensure that the child’s legs bend 
at the edge of seat and hang over the front.

fact sheet | right child, right restraint,   
 right time…

Note: It is important to note that you should only move a child up to the next stage when they have outgrown their current restraint.

If the child is too large for the nominated type of restraint the child may move then, and only then, to the next type  
of restraint.

 Birth to 6 months

 6 months to 4 years

 4 years to 7 years

 7 years to 16 years

For more information on child restraints contact the RAA Safety Centre on 8202 4592 
or e-mail childrestraints@raa.com.au.
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